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of commercial aviation was established in
the Department of Commerce, and other
measures were passed to encourage aviation.
Larger salaries to justices of the Federal
Courts were granted; a radio regulation act
was passed; the MeXary-Haugen farm relief
bill was passed, but vetoed by President
Coolidge; the federal budget, calling- for the
expenditure of over $4,000,000,000, was
passed.
Legislation—70th Congress. In his message
to the Seventieth Congress President Coolidge
again urged constructive economy as neces-
sary to a continuance of credit; tax revision
to remove inequalities; funds for national
defense; and a study of the flood control
problem in the Mississippi Valley.
Congress passed the Mississippi flood-con-
trol bill; a merchant marine bill; a tax-reduc-
tion bill; and the McNary-Haugen farm relief
bill. The last named was again vetoed by
President Coolidge, and Congress failed to
pass it over the veto.
Many investigations were undertaken by
Senate Committees. Among these were ex-
penditures in the 1926 primaries in Pennsyl-
vania and Illinois; presidential primary ex-
penditures; public utilities' financing; extent
of unemployment; condition of American
Indians; and chain-store merchandising.
Progress in Science. A new era in com-
munication was inaugurated early in 1927 by
the demonstration of a new electrical appa-
ratus for transmitting both voice and picture
simultaneously. Television is the name given
to this method, which was later shown to the
public by theatrical producers.
Earlier in the year, for the first time, a
successful telephone conversation was main-
tained between officials in New York and
London. This result was effected by a com-
bination of wired land lines and trans-oceanic
radio.
The marvel of this decade is the radio.
Millions of receiving sets in American homes
are bringing entertainment and instruction
in kind and quality never before known. The
President's addresses are broadcast to mil-
lions of listeners, who would not otherwise
know the sound of Ms voice.
Notable Events. All previous peace-time
achievements in aviation were overshadowed
by the records made by daring aviators in the
years 1926, 1927 and 1928. Americans were
responsible for much of the progress made in
the art and science of aviation.
 On May 9, 1926, Commander Richard E.
Byrd and Floyd Bennett flew from Spitz-
bergen to the North Pole and return in a tri-
niotored Fokker plane. Aviators of other
countries made long and successful flights.
Congress passed a bill establishing a Bureau
of Commercial Aviation. An air-mail service
organized by the Post Office Department grew
to large proportions and reached out to all
parts of the country.
Among all the attempts to cross the
Atlantic by air, many of them successful, the
exploit of Charles Lindbergh stands as the
classic example of perfect flying. Taking off
from Roosevelt Field, Long Island, on the
morning of May 20, 1927, he went direct to
Paris in a non-stop flight of less than 31
hours, in a single-motored monoplane. Inter-
est in aviation developed rapidly and extended
to all parts of the world. (See lindbergh,
charles A.)
The sixth International Conference of
American States was held in Havana, Cuba,
during January and February, 1928. Added
public interest was given to this Conference,
because of its invitation to President Coolidge
to attend. He delivered the formal opening
address, in which he dwelt strongly on the
freedom of the American republics from the
jealousies and hatreds of the Old World, and
on the great advances in the application of
the principles of human rights, political free-
dom and equality, and economic opportunity.
In August, 1927, President Coolidge
startled the country by stating, "I do not
choose to run for President in 1928." And
in June, 1928, the National Republican Party,
in convention at Kansas City, nominated
Herbert Hoover, Secretary of Commerce in
President Coolidge's Cabinet, to succeed him.
Foreign Relations. Friendly relations were
maintained with all nations. Mexican laws
claiming ownership of oil lands, on which
Americans had made large investments, for a
time caused some irritation, but friendly
diplomacy brought the controversy to a satis-
factory end. Political revolution in Nicaragua
led to the landing of U. S. forces to protect
American interests, and President Diaz of
Nicaragua requested the United States Gov-
ernment to assist in suppressing the local re-
bellion and in supervising an election of presi-
dent in October, 1928. United States forces
sent to Nicaragua to carry out these purposes
were successful in suppressing the rebellion
and restoring peace.

